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fend themſelves, and defeat t 


ad 


To th READER 


\HE Deſign of theſe few Pages, is, not to 


entertain thee with new Idea s or airy Spe- 


| culations, but with OLD SUBSTAN TE 
AL TRUT HS; and to contra& the Contro- 
| verſy between the Church of England and the 
| Diſſemters, into fo narrow a Compals, that the 
| Poor, the Buſy, and the Weakeſt Sons of the 
Church, may, at a ſmall Expence of 185 and 


Time, be furniſh'd with that ARMOR of 
PRO OF, whereby they ap d he 2ble to de- 

heir moſt daring 
and ſubtil Antagoniſts, For which end, I have 


reduc'd it to certain Propoſitions, which are ei- 
ther Self-evident ; or, being joyn'd with others, 
are ſo clear and convincing , that tis impoſlible 
for an impartial and unprejudic d Mind to reſiſt 
the ſweet Violence of their United Rays; and are 
ſo exactly link'd together, that a Sroick might as 
_ break the fatal Series of Cauſes, as a truly 
conſcientious and reafoning Chriſtian this Chain 
of Ecclefraſtick Thoughts : Which obliges us to 
perform all thoſe Duties which our Relation and 
Circumſtances (as Members of a Chriſtian Society 
under an Engliſh Government ) exact from us: 
To contribute what we can in Religion (as every 
thing in Nature does) to the Harmmy of the 
Sphere wherein Heaven has plac'd us: Which 

| A 1 con- 


' 


The 2 re face. | 
confiſts in mutual Offices and Endearments, 
and a juſt Uniformity in Worſhip and Obedience: 
Which obliges us to ſecure the Tranquility of 


the State, by preſerving the Unity (the Strength ! 


and Beauty) of the Church: Which is the firu- 
eſt — 5 of Monarchy, and the frongeſt 
Bulwark againſt Popery , N „ Atheiſm, 

and Immoralitiy; and, in a Word, the Glory 
and Security of Great-Britain. May theſe Pro- 
poſitions be a Means, either of convincing thee 
of thine Error, or confirming thee in the Truth; 


8 4 
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for which Purpoſe, have purſu'd the natural, 
eaſy, and familiar Method of a ſincere Lover of 
it; not the ſcholaſtick Meaſures of a wrangling 


nal Conformiſt, and convert the Mercenary W- 
pocrite, a Votary of Mammon, into a true Diſci- 
ple of the Self-denying J7eſus. May theſe, final- 
ly, inflame all careleſs and lukewarm Members, 
with a vigilant and generous Zeal for the Do- 
fArine and Worſhip, Honour and Intereſt, of the 


Beſt of Churches. Which is the hearty Prayer of 


E. G. 


&7 92 who was ſq unhappy as to be 
| Equcated by the Diſſenters, and ſince, 


Infected with the ſpreading Principles of Soci- 
niauiſiu; which, with little Reluctancy, He en- 
tertaind; by the Impreſſion whereof, he gra- 
dually 
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Pedant. May theſe fix the fluctuating Occaſio- 
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The Preface. 


ually ſunk into the very Dregs of Deiſin; 
which had a {ſtrong and venomous Influence on 
the Conduct of his Life. And indeed, this is an 
eaſy Deſcent ;, every Remove from the Church of 
England , being (as ſad and daily Experience 


ſhews us) a declinmg Step towards Hereſy ; and 


That, towards a total Extirpation of Reveal d Re- 


ligion : Which is the Grand Defign (under vari- 


ous Colours) of a Potent ard Politick Republi- 
can Party of this divided and degenerate King- 
dom: Whoſe Unhallowed and Antimonarchical 
Meaſures, the ſeveral Sets of Schiſmaticks (whoſe 


ſeditious Seperation they Patronize) do either 


wilfully or blindly purſue. 

One, who has for ſome time been an Unwoy- 
thy Member of the moſt Orthodox and ſoundeſt, 
beſt govern'd and diſciplin d Boay of Chriſtians 
in the World: Who trankly confeſſes, That, 
by the Sallies of wild extravagant Fancy, and 
an irregular Converſation, he has tarniſb d the 
Reputation and leſſen'd the Credit of this Divine 
Society; the Ignorant and Malicious being apt to 
charge the whole Body with the Failures of par- 
ticular Members, Wherefore, reflecting, with 


a juſt Regret and Sorrow, on his paſt Errors in 


Principle and Practice; he is reſolv'd, by the 

Grace of God, to endeavour a Retrieval; by 

ſubjecting his. Reaſon for the future, to the 

bright Authentick Revelations of the Infallible 
Spirit, and his Fancy and Paſſions to the — 
| an 
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The Preface. 


and Guidance of both. And thinks himſelf in- 
diſpenſably oblig'd, by the Laws of Nature and 
Chriſtianity, to embrace all Opportunities of ex- 
erting the ſinall Talent Heaven has indulg'd him, 
in vindicating the Honour, and advancing the In- 
rereſt, of his Offended Mot her; whole Pardon, 
with the profoundeſt Humility, he implores; 
and ſolemnly declares, That, by the concurrent 
Influence 'of the Divine Spirit, he will employ 
his future Minutes in making all pof/eble Amends 
for his former Deviations from the Excellent 
Rules ſhe has preſcrib'd us. And being moy'd 
with a deep Concern and Chriſtian Zeal, for the 
Security and Peace of his dear native Country, 
as well as the Reform'd Religion in it, has, with- 


out any mercenary Regard, publiſh'd theſe Propo- 
ſitions; in order to convince thoſe that are ſo 


unhappily educated and miſled, of the Malignity 
and fatal Tendency of ſuch Schiſmatick and He- 
retical Principles; which threaten the Diſſolution 


both of Church and State. And he earneſtly be- 


ſeeches them to read theſe Pages, without any 


Reſpect to the Author; leaſt Prejudice againſt his 
Perſon thoulde ludèe the Force, and defeat the 
Defign, of the Undertaking, And indeed, none 
but Men of ſhallow Capacities, will reject a 
wholeſome Remedy, becauſe a fick Phyſician pre- 
icrib'd it. Vale. | 
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Several Propoſitions, 
Relating to the funde 
Neceſſity of Conſtant Communion 
| With the Eftabliſh'd % 
CHURCHOf ENGLAND. 
2 WHEREIN, 


The Objefions of the-Diſſenters (eſpecially the 
Presbyterians and Independents) are obviated 
and defeated. 5 


L H E Chriſtian Church is a BODY or SOCIETY 
of Men, ſeperated by Jeſus Chriſt (their HEAD) 

from the Reſt of the World; and united to the Sacred 

Trinity, and to Themſelves, by One Divine Evangelical 


Covenant. 


II. That the Church being founded on One Covenant, 


tho' divided for Man's Conveniency into ſeveral Con- 


gregational Parts, is but Ore all Chriſtendom over. 


III. That ro be in Communion with it, is to be 4 


Member of it : Praying, Hearing, and Receiving the 
. Sacraments together, not being in a ſtrict Senſe Com- 


wunion, but an Exerciſe of it. And, 


A 2 IV: 


[2] 


pable of performing Acts of Communion, _ ES 

V. That by Baptiſm we are admitted into this Co- 
you , and made Viſible Members of the Univerſal 
Church. = 


VI. By being Members, we are entitled to all the 


Priviledges, and oblig'd to perform all the Offices of 
 Church-Society, viz. to obey the Church's Authori- 
ty, joyn Prayers, &c. 

VII. That all rue Churches are Members of each 
other, tho' each has a peculiar juriſdiction; and eve- 
ry Act of Communion an Act of Communion with the 
Whole Cathel:ck Church, tho perform'd in a particular 


_ Congregation. 


VIII. That diſtin& Congregations of Fareigners and 


the Church within whoſe Juriſdiction they live, and 
whoſe Communion they own, are Members of each 
ether, tho' they obſerve the Rules and Cuſtoms of the 
Churches to which they originally belong. But, 

IX. ' Tis impoſſible 2 Seperate Aſſemblies held in the 
ſame Kingdom, under diſtinct Kinds of Government 
and different Governours, to be Members of each 
other; who condemn the Conſtitution and Forms of 
Worſhip, renounce the Communion and endeavour 
the Subverſion of each other; and are ſo far from be- 
ing One Church, as ſeveral ſorts of Government in the 
fame Nation, with diſtin&t Governours, Subjects, and 


Laws, at perpetnal Enmity and War with each other, 


are from being One King don. 2 : 
X. That *tis likewiſe impoſſible for 4 Man to be in 
Communion with, or (which is the ſame thing) to be 
a Member of two ſuch Seperate and Oppoſite Societies, 
without being as contrary to Himſelf, as thoſe Chur- 
ches are to each other. | SEE 
XI. That two Churches not being Members of each 


other, cannot partake in the ſame Covenant (which is 


the 


IV. Conſequently That none but Members are ca- 


[3] 

the Divine Charter whereon the Church is founded) 
but the Divider forfeits his Intereſt in it. 1 

XII. That all the Bleſſings of the Covenant are con- 
vey'd to us by Actual Communion with the Church. 

XIII. That the Church being divided into ſeveral 
Parts, and every particular Church having its Limits, 
as every Member of the Body its proper Place, and 
every Baptiz'd Perſon a viſſble and fixt Member of the 
Church, and every Member conflantly oblig'd to per- 
form Acts of v;/ible Communion, whereby the Bleſſings 
of the Covenant are convey'd; ?tis the Indiſpenſable 
Duty and true Intereſt of every Chriſtian aFaaly and 
conſtantly to communicate with the Eftablifh'd Church 
wherein he lives, provided, it be ſo Orthodox and 
Sound, that he may Lawfully live in Communion with it. 

XIV. That is an Orthodox and Sound Part of the 
Catholick Church, which requires Nothing Sinful, as a 
Condition of its Communion. 

XV. That if any thing leſs than ſinful Terms of Com- 
munion might juſtify our Seperation from the Eſtabliſh'd 


Church, Diviſions wou'd be Infinite, and Men might 


New- Model Churches as often as their Fancies alter. 

XVI. That the Withdrawing our ſelves from Ordina- 
ry Communion with ſuch a Church wherein we live, 
into Seperate Societies, is Schilm from the Univerſal 
Church, the Communion of the Church being but One. 
VXVII. That Schiſm (which the Apoſtles and all the 
ancient Chriſtians have repreſented in the blackeF Co- 
lours) is a Sin of fo Heinous a Nature, that tis as Fa- 
tal to the Souls of Men as Adultery or Murther. 


XVIII. That the Eftablifh'd Church of England is 


ſuch an Orthodox and Sound Part of the Catholick 
Church, has been acknowledg'd by the moſt Eminent 
and Sober Non-Conformiſts; whereof I cou'd give a 
Volume of Teftimonies, and is confirm'd by moſt Di/- 
ſenders Occaſional Communion with it, 


19. That 


141 

XIX. That a Perſwaſion, that Communion with the 
Church of England is Unlawful, when indeed 'tis not 
ſo, will no more juſtify a Seperation from it, than 
St. Paul's erroweous Conſcience his violent Perſecution of 
the Chriſtians ; upon which account he ſtyles himſelf 
the Greatest of Sinners, 7% | 

XX. That the Mora! Goodneſs or Evil of Actions 
is not to be meaſur'd by Mens Opinions concerning 'em, 


but by the Natural and Reveal'd Law of God, which 


is the Rule of Conſcience. | 
XXI. That no Man can plead Conſcience for his Sepe- 
ration from the Church of England, unleſs he be per- 
ſwaded, That he cannot joyn in Communion with it, 
without tranſgreſſing the Law of God in ſo doing. 
XXII. That whatſoever is expreſly commanded, or 
forbidden, by the Natural or Reveal'd Law of God, or 


by direct Inference or Parity of Reaſon, is a Duty or 


a Sin; and That which is neither ſo commanded, or 
forbidden, is Indiſſerent; and we may do it, or omit it, 
with a ſafe Conſcience. 

XXIII. *Tis a Dictate of the Law of Nature to O- 
bey Governours in every thing that is Ju and Hone#t ; 
without which, every State, City and Family, wou'd 
quickly disband, and crumble into Confuſion: And 
God has expreſly commanded us in Scripture to Obey 
them that have the Rule over us, and to be ſubject to the 
higher Powers ;, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake, Rom. 13. 5. | 
XXIV. That in a ſecondary Senſe, Human Laws are 
a part of the Rule of Conſcience, by Vertue of, and in 
Subordination to, the Laws of God; we being bound 
in Conſcience to yield Obedience to the Laws of Men, 
that are not inconſiſt ent with the Laws of God; be- 
cauſe therein we Obey his expreſs Command: So that, 
tho the Matter of the Command be Indiſferent, yet O- 
bedience to It ĩs abſolptely neceſſary. | 

XXV. That 


r 


Ro 

XXV. That Al! Men being bound to Obey the Laws 
of Men, that are not repugnant to the Laws of God, 
they are conſequently oblig'd ſo to do in Eceleſiaſtick 
Aﬀfairs ;, unleſs it can be evinc'd (which can never 


? be done) That God has forbidden Men to enact Laws 


relating to Religions Matters. 
XXVI. That a Divine Law, cloath'd with Circum- 


| ſtances of Human Appointment.creates a much ſtrong - 

er Obligation than a Law of Man, that enjoyns a 
Thing perfectly Indifferent - In that, we obeying be- 
3 
F | 


cauſe *tis God's own Law; in this, obeying Men, be- 
cauſe God has oblig'd us i general to obey our Superi- 
ours. 

XXVII. That every Man is oblig'd by the Law of 
Nature to contribute what heican to the Tranquility 
of the Community whereof he is a Member; and 
conſequently to conform to the Orders and Cuſtoms of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church, as far as he lawjwy may; the 
Intereſts of Church and State being ſo imerwover in 


our Britiſh Conſtitution, that Schiſm in the One does ne- 


ceſſarily imbroil the Other. | 

XXVIII. That every Chriſtian is indiſpenſably 
bound by the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Nature of 
his Religion, to preſerve, as much as in him lies, the 
Unity of the Church; which conſiſts not only in pro- 
feſſing the ſame Faith, but joyning together in the So- 
lemnities of the ſame Worſhip. And tho Human Laws 
preſcribe particular Circumſtances and Forms of 
Worſhip; yet he that Violates the Vniry of the Na- 
tonal Church, does really tranſgreſs the Laws of Na- 
ture and of Chriſt, as well as of Man; Nay, is guil- 
ty of Schiſm, tho by reaſon of an Indulgence, grant- 
ed to ſcrupulotis Conſciences, he is not accountable to 
Man for his Seperation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 


5 29. That 


[6] 

XXII. That 'tis very apparent, that the Diſſent- 
ers never did, 4s much as in them lay, towards the U- 
nity of the Church, and the Peace of the Kingdom; 
i. e. They never contributed to the Welfare and Tran- 
quility of the State, by the bighe## Degree of Confor- 
mity to the Eſtabliſhd Church; which their own 
Conſcicuces might /afely diſpenſe withal; whoſe Diviſi- 
ans in Externals do naturally tend to diſſolve the Uni- 


ry of Charity and Affection; which muſt neceſſarily 


terminate in Confuſion, Tumult and Ruin, | 


XXX, That it is almoſt impoſſible to imagine, that 4 
any Man profeſſing Chriſtiznity ſhould be truly tender 


and ſcrupulous in Things of an indifferent Nature, and 
confident and careleſs in the Violation of a Duty neceſſa- 
ry and eſſential to the Life and Being of Chriſtianity, 
and a Chriſtian Church and Kiugdom, | 

XXXI. That a Refuſal to comply with Things indifs 
ferent, becauſe Enjoynd by Lawful Authority, is an Ar- 
gument of an Qbſtinate and Rebellious Spirit, and not of 
a Tender and Scrupulous Conſcience. | 

XXXII. That our Saviour himſelf did uſe Indiffer- 
ent Things, that were nor preſcrib'd in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, : Thus he joyn'd in the Synagogal Werſbip, tho 
the Manner of it was not ſo much as hinted at; and 
113d the Cup ot Charity in the Pafloyer ; and vouch- 
ſafed to be preſent at the Fcaſt of Dedication 3 which 
were Human Iuſtitutions: Nay, comply'd with the 
Jews in the very Poſture of the Paſſover, which they 
chang'd to ſitting, tho God nad preſcrib'd tanding, 

XXNXIIL The Diſjenters, who condemn the Ve of 
ſuch Things as are not commanded by Cod, do in their 
Practice confute their own Opinion: Sceing they ard 
no where commandcd to Sprinkle the Children that 
are Baptiz'd, to receive the Lord's Supper ſitting, to 
touch or kiſs the Book in ſwearing, or to euter into a 
Pariiettlar Cinch Covenant, u. | 
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34. That tis impoſſible to frame an Idea of a Church 


; ithout certain Rites and Ceremonies in it. 


35. That for theſe, there is no particular and de- 

Gnitive Rule in Scripture; which is evident from thoſe 
General Rules relating to this Matter, Let all things be 
one to Edification ;, and, Let all things be done decently, 


nd in order, 1 Cor. 14. 26.40. Which wou'd be altoge- 


ther needleſs, if «ll Particulars were fix d and deter- 


in'd accordingly. FR 
36. That as no Churches are without their Rites 


N and Ceremonies, ſo every Church aſſumes an Autho- 


rity to fix and determine theſe; and indeed, not only 


thoſe of the Ausburgh Confeſſion, but Calvin and his 
Followers, nay Andrew Adelvil himſelf in his Platform 
Jof 0 4 tor the Church of Scotland, expreſly de- 


clares, 


hat it belongs to the Church to determine 


all Matters relating to Decency and Order in the Cir- 
cumſtantials of Divine Worſhip. 


37. That the Ceremonies of our Church are neither 


Indecent nor Burthenſome for their Number, cannot be 
deny'd; nor Idolatrous or duperſtit ious; (which are the 
Three Things for which Rites and Ceremonies can be 
juſtly condemn'd); our Church entertaing no Opinion 
that has the leaſt Tincture of /dolatry or Superſtition ;, 
but hath many Doctrines, nay, All neceſlary, to im- 
pugn and overthraw both: And 'tis impoſſible to forms a 
"Notion of Idolatry or Superſtition in Practice, without 


a 


an Idolatrous or Superſt itious Opinion to Found it upon. 


38. That a Man may Conſcientiouſiy do what God 


has not commanded, out of Obedience to Governours, 
tor External Order and Decency, without a ſuperſt itiecus 
Thought of flattering God with it, or placing any Re- 
J igion in it: But 'tis impoſlible for a Man Conſcienti- 
ouſly to Abſtain from what God has not For bidden, 
and is by Lawful Authority Enjoynd, but he muſt 


think to pleaſe God by ſuch a Refuſal 5 in whieh Fond 
| Cond eit, 


IF 8 Fo * 1 1 
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Be > A 
Conceit, of pleaſing and humouring God by Things of Þ f@we! 
an Indiſſerent Nature, conſiſts the True Spirit of Super- Fſhou'd 
ſtition. cheep | | 3 Het tl 
39. That our Church declares, That it builds the the 4 
Injunction and Uſe of its few Ceremonies on no other Donb- 
Foundation than the General Rules of St. Paul, that Man, 
they tend to Decency, Order, and Edification. T 43. 
40. That our Governours (to whom ſurely we deny, 
may rationally allow as much Light, Prudence, and and b 
Spiritual Aſſiſtance, as to a few fanciful and diſcontent- ours 
ed Subjects) are the fitteſt Judges of the Tendency of defen 
Circumſtantials to Decency, Order, and Edification. Truth 
41. That it is moſt Juft and Reaſonable, that we rates 
ſhou'd pay that Deference to the Judgment of our Su- of his 
periours (whoſe Buſineſs it is to conſult and command and ut 
for the beſt), as to he guided by them in Doubt ful Caſes; I ſelf at 
as we expect our Children and Servants fhou'd be by 44. 
us; without which Submiſſion, the Publick Happineſs J Genet 
can't poſſibly be ſecur'd, nor Eternal Confuſions pre- never 
vented ; there being no Indifferent Thing, but ſome Churc 
Perſon or other may doubt of the Lawfulneſs of it. betak 
42. That tho the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 14. 23. He pretei 
hat doubteth is dam d (i. e. condemnd by his own the N 
Conſeience) if he eat, becauſe he eateth not of Faith; ty, or 
tor whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin: Yet it does not bliſhil 
follow, that a Mag ſis in Obeying Authority, where that d 
he doubt of the Lawfulneſs of the Command; there I dot 
being a vaſt Diſparity in the Caſes; ſince the Man 
St. Paul ſpeaks of was at liberty to forbear eating, and 
ſinned in chuſing to run a needleſs Hax ard of tranſgreſ- * H 
ting the Divine Laws: But when a Lawful Gover- ſoppoſ 
nonr commands, a Man ceaſes to be at Liberty. In the s be f1 
former Caſe, a Man might forbear without any Day- | from © 
ger; hut in the latter, there is greater Hazard in for- rd 
hearing, than in acting; and conſequently oblig'd to 
act in the latter Caſe, tho it might be a din to act in the ¶ v0 pau 
former, 4 Bibles. 


2 
0 
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former. * But if the Authority of Superiours alone 
ſſhou'd not have Weight enough to turn the Ballance, 
yet the Important Conſiderations, which you'll find in 
the 47th Propoſition, are ſufficient to Over-Rale the 
Doubt, and to prevail with every Good and Wiſe 


an, to Conform to the Orders of our Church. 
43. That the wiſeſt Diſſenters themfelves will not 


deny, but that a Church-Man may be a good Chriſtian 
and be ſav'd, who follows the Conduct of his Superi- 


Jours in doubtful Caſes, tho' he may not be capable of 


defending the Ceremonies of our Church: But *tis a 
Truth univerſally acknowledg'd, That he that ſepa- 
rates upon the Account of em, is bound at the Peril 
Zof his own Salvation, to embrace all Opportunities, 
and uſe his bef Endeavour, to inform and ſatisfy him- 
ſelf about em. | 


W 


4 


44. That common Experience tells us, That the 


Generality of thoſe that ſeparate from our Church, 
never examin'd and weigh'd the Conftitution of our 
Church, which they forſake, or of that, to which they 
betake themſelves : And tho? they ſeparate, upon a 
pretended Diſlike of our Rites, yet never conſider'd 
the Nature of Things Indiſferent, or of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, or of the Power of every particular Church in eſta- _ 

bliſhing the Circumſtantials of Divine Worſhip ; Nay, 
that do no more underſtand either, at this Day, than 
I do the Laws and Intereſts of China and Japan; and 


which 


— — A. 4 — 
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* Here I argue with the Diſſenters on their own Principles, 
 ſyppoling that St. Paul ſpeaks of a Doubting Perſon ; where- 
as he ſpeaks here of One that is perſwaded ; which is evident 
from the 14th Verſe of this Chapter, But to him ghat eſteem- 
eth any thing to be unclean, to him it ; unclean, As for the 


N ts, 


Word JiazerrsuyC, it does as properly ſignify, he that mal. 


eth a Difference, as, he that Doubteth; and ſo indeed it ought 


: y ral deen tranſlated, as we haye it in the Margin of our 
Bibles. | | 
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which is worſe, never endeavour it; but wilfully re- 
{iſt and ſhun all Means and Attempts of their Infor- 
mation, and are provok'd and exaſperated by our zea- & 
lous Endeavours to convince em of their Error, tho' 
manag'd with the Spirit of Meetneſs and Integrity: 
Nay, it does not appear, That they much conſult 1 
their own Teachers in this Affair; the moſt eminent 
whereof have declar'd, That a Lay Perſon may law- } 
fully join with us in all things; and are ready, upon ®# 
Occaſion, to conform in all the Inſtances of La- Com- Why 
munmon. 21-5 | 1 

45. That in Doubtful Caſes, (the Nature of Things 
being duly conſider d and examin'd by us) That ſide is | 
to be choſen, which appears moſt fafe and reaſonable ; | 
that is, That which is freeſt from the greateſt Dan- 
gers and Inconveniencies, and beſt ſerves all the ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Intereſts, that a wiſe and good 
Man can propoſe. 1 
46. That ſince the Uſages of our Church, which the 
Diſſenters ſcruple, are not directiy forbidden by God, 
and if they are prohibited by Inferences drawn from ex- 

reſs Commands; theſe are ſo obſcure, that tho? they 

ave been ſo many hundred Years in the Chriſtian 7? 
Church, they were never condemn'd as unlawful till of 
late; and even now, theſe Conſequences are not diſ- 
cern'd by our Superiors; no, not by the wiſeſt and beſt 
Divines of all Perſwaſions in the World; who acknow- * 
ledge our Injunctions to be Innocent at leaſt, if not 
Apoſtolical : So that if they are all miſtaken, it can be 
but a Sin of Ignorance at moſt, in thoſe of meaner Ca- 
pacities, where ſo many of the beſt Guides are mi- 
ſtaken. | | 

47. That if our Governours ſhould be in the right, + 
and our Communion lawfzl ; then the Diſſenters are 
guilty of a Si» of the moſt flagrant Nature, in violating 
the Laws of Church- Unity, which are as plain and ob- 

' vious 2 


| L ix |] 
vious as any in the Sacred Pages; and that, in ſuch In- 
ſtances, where the whole Catholick Church of old, 
and the greateſt and beſt part of the preſent Church 
a. fare of a different Perſuaſion from em; who forſake the 
Communion of ſuch a Sound and Orthodox Church of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſer up a diſtin# Altar in oppoſition 
Fo it; whereby they contemn the Publick Worthip of 
at FAlmighty God, and paſs a ſevere Sentence upon all 
the true Sons of the Church; whoſe Doctrine and 
n Worſhip have been ſeal'd with the Blood of ſo many 
Martyrs; and deprive themſelves of the ordinary 
Means of Salvation, diſpens'd by thoſe that are duly 
3 $authorized and commiſſi on d for that Purpoſe ; whereby 
is they keep up thoſe Diſcords and Animoſities among 
53 Jus, which have given birth to all thoſe Calamities 
- 3 which this unhappy Nation has of late groan'd under, 
and ſeem to threaten more; which enervate our Con- 
1 7ſtitution, and expoſe us as a Prey to a Common Ene- 
my; which have hinder'd the Converſion of many 
7 Roman Catholicks to the Pure Worſhip of God, as the 
Inteſtine Broils and Quarrels among Chriſtians in ge- 
* neral have that of Turks, Jews and Heathens, to Chri- 
ſtianity; which have harden'd the Worſt of Sects in 
their Opinions, and open'd one Door to Popery, and a- 
7 nother to Sceptiſm, Atheiſm, and Immorality; where- 
by they Affront their Governours, which is far worſe 
than Offending a Weak Brother; give Scandal to all 
Peaceable Perſons, and offer a Fair Pretence to Men 
of a Factious and Turbulent Temper, to combine againſt 
the Beſt of Governments ; and conſequently, take the 
- moſt effectual Courſe to ruin the Reform'd Religion in 
this Kingdom, | 
3 48. That ſeeing no Doubt about the Lawfulneſs of 
our Communion, nor the highef# Probability of the 
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Doubt, can poſſibly Ballance againſt ſuch a Sin, and 


n Perſonal Corrupti- 


ſuch Conſequences; much leſs ca 
1 | C ons, 
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ons, or the empty Pretence of better Ed ificat ion do 
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: . 1 51. 
49. That this Exception and Pretence will ſerve the pers, 
Turn to juſtify a Seperation not only from Ours, but hat a 


any Church in Chriſtendom ; there being no viſible g 
Church without corrupt Members And the Pretence Se 
of better Edification will never be admitted to be of! 
any Weight or Force, till it be made appear, That 
tis no matter whether a Man be of the Eſtabliſh'd #, 
Church, or Presbyterian, or Independent, or Anabap- 
tiſt, or Antinomian, or Socinian, or Quaker, each 
whereof laying Claim to this Pretence, with as much} 
Heat as any of the reſt; which will continue as long 
as the Abilities of the Miniſters, and the Diſpoſiti- & 
ons of People, are Different and YVariow: And fad} 
Experience tells us, That the Pretences of Seeking Þ 
for a Purer Church (either in reſpe& of its Members 
or Ordinances, or both) and a more Ediſying Mini- 
ſtry, have carried many through a Succeſſion or De- 
ſcent of Sects, till at laſt they are left in the Dregs | 
and Lees of Al Sects, or center in the Communion of me / 
the Romiſh Church, or Atheiſtically ſhake Hands with « 
every thing that has the Face or Shadow of Religion qt th. 
among us. | tem 

50. That our Church does as ſeverely condemn Vi- 54 
cious and Immoral Practices, as any Church in the 4 
World; and would more ſeverely chaſtize Offenders, dl 
if our Cauſeleſs Diviſions had not check'd and hinder'd h 
the Diſcharge of our Diſcipline upon Them: And t 
whoever Reads the Rubrick and Canons of our Church, wt 
relating to the Admiſſion of Perſons to, or Rejection 
from the Sacrament, muſt, if he be not obſtinately i 
Prejudic'd, confeſs, That our Church is ſo far from Mi 
approving Vice and Impiety in its Members, That it 
has taken all the Care, that can reaſonably be deſir'd, Qui 
to purge our Communion of All Things that may give 
juſt Occaſion of Offence to Any. 51. That Opin. 


do | E | 
Fi. That the Sins of corrupt and ſcandalou Mem- 
the hers, cannot poſſibly Poiſon or Defile thoſe Perſons 
but hat are not Acceſſary to em; no more than Judas 
ble u' d Infect our Saviour and his Apoſtles at the Paſſo- 
ce ger: The Good and the Bad communicating not in 
ol in, but in a common Duty. . 
nat 52. That our Saviour did, by his Example and Pre- 
1'd get, diſcountenance and forbid a Seperation from the 
wiſh Church, upon this Account; who did not ſepe- 
Fate from it, tho the Scribes and Phariſees (who then 
St at the Helm in Eccleſiaſtick Matt ers) were Blind 
$-1iaes and Hypocrites; who perverted the Lam, corrupt- 
the Worſhip of God, devoured Widows Houſes, &c. 
Nat. 15. And yet, ſays he, they (it in Moſes's Seat - 
ng fl! therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
ud do, Mat. 23. 2, 3. 
3 53. That tis the Apoſtles Expreſs Command to hold 


e- Tommunion with the Church of Corinth, notwith- 
25 Fanding the many Great Immoralities that were among 
of the Members of it: (I Cor. 33. & 51. & 11. 18.) As 
h Font enſion, Strife, Envying, Fornication, and Inceſt, eating 


at the Idols Table, and coming not ſo /eberly as became 
them to the Table of the Lord. 


i- F. That as to Edification, we have all things Re- 
e giſue in our Conſtitution, to the building us up in 
3, fr Mot Holy Faith; and our Clergy do, with a 
d hecoming Vehemence, preſs All thoſe Duties upon 


their Auditors, which are neceſſary to their Happi- 
gefs in this and the other World. | 
2 55- That we're juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, That the E- 
dification that cannot be Promoted in ſuch a Commu- 
gion, is not deriv'd from the Spirit and Goſpel of 
Chriſt; but depends upon Perſonal Abilities , Ac- 
guir'd Forms, or the Inventions and Paſſions of Men. 
2 56! That nothing is more common, than for the 
Opinions of Parties, a particular Set of Words, Hy- 

| : C-3 pPochondriack 
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pochondriack Whimſies, Nice Notions, and Luſcious 
Fancies, to paſs for Goſpel Eſſential Truths: And Sud- 
den Heats, a Loud Voice, an Impetuous Flow of 
Words, and a Melting Tone, inſtead of Sound and 
Solid Reaſoning, to paſs for Means of Better Edifica- 


tion, among the Thoughtleſs, Inconſtant, and Giddy 


Multitude ; who for want of Ballaſt, are eaſily toſs'd 4 


about with every Wind of Doctrine. 


57. That if we conſider Edification, or building 
up, as apply'd to the Whele Church, as the Houſe or 
Temple of God, tis a Contradiction in Terms to ſay, 
That the Temple of God is built up by dividing and 
ſeperating the Parts of it from each other; and if we 
conſider it as apply'd to Particular Chriſtians, and im- 
porting their Growth in Grace, and Improvement in 
Vertue, in the Unity of the Church, under the Influence of 
the Divine Spirit; which in a peculiar manner reſides in 
this Temple, ſhedding abroad its Graces in it, and 
animates this Body of Chrift ; Surely then, to ſeperate * 
from the Common Building, and to cut off our ſelves 7 
from the Unity of the Body of Chriſt, is no likely * 


way to Ediſication. 


58. Laſtly, ſeeing the Diſſenters ſeperate from an 1 
Orthodox and Sound Part of the Catholick Church, 
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Eſtabliſh'd by Lawful Authority, upon a pretended 


Diſlike of its Ceremonies, or Things not forbidden 
by God, which they conſcientiouſly Abſtain from, we 
inuſt neceſſarily conclude, That the Diſſenters from 
the Church of England are Guilty of &hiſm, Diſobe- | 


dience, and Superſtition, 


1 4 


Aberious Expoſtulation with the Diſſenters; and, 


ut Appeal to their Conſciences. 


A ND now I cannot but reaſonably imagine, that 
by this time you are throughly convine'd of 


your Errour; unleſs you are Steel d againſt Argument, 
and Impregnable to Demonſtration:: Unleſs you are 
Alinded by Paſſion, Perverted by Prejudice, or Corrupt- 
ed by Secular Intereſt ; which clap a Falſe Byaſs on 
the Underſtanding, and carry it off from TRUTH. 
And indeed, All Thoſe that have Travell'd to Reſtore 
you to the Unity of the Church, find it a more diffi- 
cult Task to Encounter your Paſſions and Prejudices, 
than your Reaſons, which, God knows, are like the 
* Hope of a Pppocrite, or a Spider's Web, which 
is miſerably thin and weak. If you are not yet con- 
2 vinc'd, I beſeech you to Read o'er the Propoſitions a- 
gain, with that Application of Mind, the Weight of 
the Affair deſerves ; and with that meek, lowly, and 
teachable Temper, which becomes every Chriſtian 
that is willing to be Inſorm'd; which, I am ſenſible, is 
more than One-half of your Information. Methinks 
you ſhou'd not cloſe your Eyes, *till you had ſatisfy'd 
* your ſelves in a Matter of ſuch FVa#t Importance, as 
concerns the Glory of God, the Security of Religion, 
the Peace of the Community, and your own Eternal 


 * Happineſs. It your Conſciences are ſo Tender and 


Scrupulous, as you pretend they are, you wou'd em- 
brace all Opportunities, and uſe your beſt Endeavours 
to Inform and Reſolve them; and gladly kiſs the 
Hand that brings you the Tidings of Peace, and of- 
fers you any Light to rectify your Judgments, and di- 


ſperſe your Scruples; and at Once reſtore you to the 


4 Beſom of the Church, and the Tranquility of your On. 


: Nay, you wou'd ſeek for Satisfaction with the ſame 
} Concern and Diligence, as a Man dangerouſly ill for 


a 
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a Remedy. And indeed, a Scrupulous Conſcience is 
as certain a Sign of a ſickly Temper of Mind, proceed- 
ing from wrong Idea g of God and Religion, from Pre- 
judice and Predominant Melancholy; as the Squeam- 
tſhneſs of the Stomach, which Salutary Food offends, 
is a Symprom of an unſound and diſtemper'd Body. 
But alas! The Indications are quite different in moſt 
of you; and create a Juſt Suſpicion, that your Con- 


fcience is Nothing but Humour and Deſign, and your 


Scruples mere Shams and Politick Pretences ; who Wil- 
Fully ſhut your Minds againſt the Brighteſt Evidence, 


and reje& the Means of your Recovery; who Indu- 


ſtriouſiy ſeek for Scruples in our Liturgy, and ſtrain e- 
very thing in order to Form an Objection againſt it : 
Who read all our Diſcourſes on this Subject with a 
Captious Air and Deſign, and not with that Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, which becomes every Chriſtian, that is 
truly deſirous to know what the good and acceptable Will 
of God is, in order to conform his Actions to it. But 
however, ſeeing, Chriſtian, thou pretendeſt to act 
out of Conſcience, I may juftly appeal to it, and de- 
mand an A»ſwer to the follow ing Interregatories. 

Art thou as Cautious and Circumſpect in the whole 
Conduct of thy Life, and Tenor of thy Converſation, 
as in this particular Point? Art thou as Nice and 
Scrupulons in thy Dealings, and the Eſſential Duties 


of Religion, particularly Juſtice and Mercy, as in 


Things of an Indifferent Nature? Art thou of a 
modeſt, humbfe, charitable, and peaceable Temper; 
and as careful not to Injure thoſe of another Perſwa- 
ſion, by Rafh Cenſures and Backbiting Reflections, as 


thou art not to Offend a weak Brother by a Ceremo- 


nial Obſervance? Haſt thou done as much for the 
Peace of the Church, as thou wouldeſt for an Office in 
the State; and Conform'd in All thoſe Inſtances, 
here thou art ſatisfy'd thou mayiſt do it with a /afe 

Cons 


Conſcience ? If thou art thus Cautious and Compliable, 
I fhou'd gladly careſs thee with all the Tenderneſs 


2 imaginable : But alaſs! Where is the Man? Iwiſh 
I had no Reaſon to fear, That I hug a Phantom, and 
embrace a Shadow, Good God! That ever there 


ſhou'd be ſuch a Monſter in the World call'd Con- 
ſcience, which Saperſtitiouſiy ſtrains at a Ceremony, 


and greedily ſwallows Schiſm and Diſobedience at once; 
and lately Rebellion and Murther. I demand further, 
* Haſt thou any other Reaſons for thy Non-Compliance, 
than Thoſe, which Education ſuggeſts, and Intere# 
7 Inſpires ; which engag'd thee firſt in the Seperation, 
and provoke thee to maintain it? Is it not to humour 
; this or that Man, or Party, on whom thou dependeſt 
for Trade, Cuſtom, and a Livelyhood ; who oblige thee 
to give thy Vote, to ſtrengthen an Intereſt on all Pub- 
lick Occaſions ? Indeed theſe Inducements are ſo 
Mercenary and Sordid, that thou dareſt not Own em 
Zabove-board : But be not Deceiv'd, God is not Moc d; 
whoſe Eye penetrates the cloſeſt Receſſes of the Breaſt. 
Or, Is it Pride (which is the Mother and Nurſe of 
moſt Vices) and a Fond Conceit of thine own Abili- 
ties, or a Spirit of Obſtinacy, or rather both, that 
Finder thy Compliance? Haſt thou continued ſo 
Jong in a Schiſmatick State, that thou art now aſnam'd, 
pr ſcorn'ſt to retract thine Opinion? I demand fur- 
Ther, Doſt thou not train up thy Children in a Pro- 


Þhane Contempt of the Publick Worſhip and Service of 


dhe Church, which perhaps when they come of Years 
turn Raxters and Atheiſts ? Is not thy Fancy tickled 


With the Drollerics and Satyrical Reflections of the 


Debauch'd Libellers of the Age (the Tools of State Diſ- 


fenters, Whiggiſh Socinians, Arians and Deifts) who ri- 
gicule the Authority, Miniſtry, and Uſages of the 


Church of Ergland; diverting themſelves with the 


es of the Bleſſed Martyrs, whereon *twas Eſta- 
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blifh'd in this Kingdom; and which is worſe, with the 
Precious Blood of the Son of God, wherewith *twas pur- 
chaſed and ſealFd. But further, can'ſt thou imagine that 
thy Teachers are Men of Conſcience and Integrity, 
who in Print and Converſation declare, That they * 
can ſafely comply in all the Inſtances of Lay- Commy- 
nion; and yet, ſetup diſt inct Churches in the bowels | 
of an Orthodox and ſound One, lawfully eſtabliſh'd ; 3 
tearing it in pieces, ſeducing its Members, and endea- 
vouring tobeget in them an Opinion which they tem- 
ſelves renounce ; in order to carry on the Intereſt of a 
Party, but eſpecially their own Selfiſh- Deſigns ; build- 
ing their Fortunes on the Ruius of a Chriſtian and Re- 
formed Church. And indeed, I tremble to conſider, 
how ſtrangely they have debauch'd the Conſciences 
of many of their Auditors, who proſtitute the Holy 
Sacrament (the moſt Venerable Myſtery of our 
Religion) to Baſe and Siniſter Ends; wiz. To 
qualify them for an Office of Power and Profit: 
« Which, as One obſerves, is ſo deliberate a way of 
4 Sinning, even in the moſt Solemn Act of Worſhip, 2 
© that one wou'd imagine, none ſhou'd be guilty of; 
« it, but Men of the moſt Profligate and Atheiſtical 
« Minds. And yet they have the Face to tell us, 
that Communion with, and Separation from, an Eſta- y 
bliſh'd Church (both Church and Perſons continuing $ 
ſtill the ſame) may very well conſiſt with a Good Con- 
ference ;, which all Divines abroad look on as a Perfect 
Contradiction. But I ſhall take my Leave of State. 
Diſſenters, whoſe Carnal Politicks render ꝰem impene-· 
trable to the keeneſt Arguments, and return to Thee, 
if thou art a Well-meaning One, and willing to be In- 
form'd ; and beſeech thee, in the firſt place, to ſhakg 
off the Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices of Education, an He 
the Tyranny of thy Secular Leaders, whoſe ConduGWerr 
thou haſt ſo long and ſo blindly followed, and ſeriouſſſſſiſir 
to conſider the following Particulars. I. Th 


[19] 
he I. The Nature of Religion: Which does not tonfiſt 
ur- ia Fruitleſs Speculations, or Parry Opinions, in Fanci- 
hat ful Amuſements, or Gidd/ Novelties, in Enthuſia- 
„ "Mick Heats, or Fulſome Phraſes, in Extempore Ef- 
ey ſuſtons, or Long and Noiſy Addreſſes, in the Jingling 
nu- pf Words, or a Melting Tone, in Wry Mouths; or 
els Ejaculated Eyes, in Ceremonial Obſervances , or a 
d; Fuperſtitiobs Abſtinence; not in Forms or Fancies, 


Geſtures or Habits, in Hear or Drink; no, but in 


m- Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt; in an 
os Orthodox Belief, and a Regular Converſation; in the 
HG. 


Continual Exerciſe of a Conſtience void of Offence to- 


Re- ard God dvd an. A Conſcience that is neither a- 
der, ſpus'd by Falſe Principles, nor over-power'd by Vile 
aces YAﬀettionsz that is neither miſled by Prejudice, Paſſion, 


or Intere#: A Conſcience, that neither renders us 
our Secure and Gonſident in the Wrong, nor Upbraids us 
o with any Hypocritical Prevarication, or Wilful Vio- 


oft : ation of the Right... And, in à Word, Religion con- 
y Ot Wiſts in a ſincere and ditigent Purſuit of Peace and 


Flolineſs; wit hout which, we are told, No Man ſhall ſee 
V of he Lord. Did but Men form a True Idea of God and 
tical Religion, they wou d not violate the moſt Important 
1 vs, and Eſſeatial Duties of it, for Things of an Indiffer- 
Eſta- nt and Inferiour Nature. Whereas, Chriſtian, thy 
1168 Pcruples and Practices plainly: diſcover, that thou 
Con- yntertaineſt ſuch mean and diſhonourable Thoughts 
erfect pf the DEITY, as if he had a greater Regard to 
State- he Drefs and Circumſtances of Religion, than to the 
pene· ¶ Warure of the Duty, and the Diſpoſition of the Mind 
Thee;Fhat performs it. As if He were ſo Humor ſome a 
de In- Being, as to reject the Prayers of a Devout Suppli- 
ſhak&nt , becauſe they are printed and read; or becauſe 
„ Ane le diſlikes the Garnient the Miniſter wears: Like a 
nduCWertain Hypocondraick Parent, whom I knew, that 
enn liſinherited an ingenious and dutiful Child, * 
L 99 2 
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he did not like the Colour of his Hair. We acknow- 
ledge our Ceremonies to be things indifferent, and 
uſe em only out of Obedience to our Superiours, for 
outward Order and Decency : But the — Diſ- * 
ſenters lay ſuch a mighty Streſs on them, as conſcien - 
tiouſly to abſtain from 'em as unlawful ; and are 
afraid to ſwallow em, leaſt the Devil and all his 
Works fhould crowd in after them. And if this be 
not Superſtition, what is there that does deſerve the 
Nameofit? i NF 
II. Reflect often on the Unity of the Church, and 
the Obligations that all Baptix d Perſons lie under, in- 
violably to preſerve it. Conſider ſeriouſly the Pray- ! 
er of thy Dying Redeemer, Joh. 17. 21. That they al 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and in thee ;, that 
they alſo may be one in us, that the World may believe? 
that thou haſt ſent me. Which was to be a Viſible Uni- 
ty, that it might become an engaging Motive to Men 
to entertain the Chriſtian Religion. But if his Pray 
er can't move thee, reflect on the Agonies of his 
Death ; who ſhed the laſt Drop of his precious Blood, 
to cement and unite all the parts of this Heavenly? 
Building. His Divine Soul took its leave of Fleſh and 
Blood, to gather together into one, the Children of GO 
that were ſcatter'd abroad, John 11. 52. And wilt 
thou do all that in thee' lies, to defeat the Efficacy o 
his Prayer, and the End of his Death? How ecarneſt- 
ly does St. Paul exhort the Epheſians & to keep the Unit) 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace? Which Duty he en. 
forces, by all the Arguments ſo great an Apoſtk 
could poſlibly ſuggeſt and heap together. There i 
one Body, and one Spirit, even as you. are called in on. 
Hope of your Calling: One Lord, one Faith, and one Bap 
tiſm; one God and Father of all; who is above all, an. 
thro* all, and in you all. In which Words he plain 
inſiuuates, That he that does not endeavour to keep thi 7 

* Epheſ. 4. 3 4, 57 6. Unit) 1 
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 - nity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; does act re- 
_ Z giant to the Nature of Chriſtianity ; and cuts 
. "Himſelf off from that glorious and neceſſary Unity 


3 
9 


* _ | hich he here ſo fully explains. Art thou Baptized, 
8 And ſo made a viſible Member of the Univerſal 


*Thurch; and art thou not indiſpenſably oblig'd to do 
— his he proper Office of a Member, and to cones all 
his be thou can 'ſt to the Unity and Strength of the Whole 
e the 800 y? Vit be poſſible, ſays the Apoſtle, as much as 

eth in you, live peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12. 18. 
OF” And conſequent y with Societies of Men : And ſhall 
> in. Feace be violated in the Church (the Beſt of Socie- 
. Ties), where it ought to be preſerv*d moſt entire and 
hey al Snviolate;, and that, by Thoſe that acknowledge it 
** o be Poſſible and Lamſul. 2 | | 
believe II- Conſider the Heinous Nature and Dreadſul Conſe- 
Uni. Nences of Schiſm; which is little conſider'd by 
o Men many, whom the Devil has inſpir'd with that Giday 
Pray4 Principle, That 'tis left to every Man's Choice to Joyn 
of his with what Society of Chriſtians he pleaſes : Which 
glood. Heceſſarily involves us in an abſolute Confuſion, and 
avenly Pines Birth to the Worſt Errors and Evils, that a 
hh and! hurch or State can be infeſted withal. Whereas in 
| The Opinion of the Ancient Non-Conformiſts,it was to be 
&voided and deteſted as Adultery or Murther. And 
Indeed ſo it ought, if we conſider, That 'tis no other 
Than a — the Son of God afreſh ;, by Mangling 
„ and Dividing a Sound and Healthy Part of that Body, 
"whereof He has Graciouſly condeſcended to be the 
poſtl EAD; cutting its Sinews, tearing its Bowels, and 
| „Aiffolving that Spirit of Love and Peace which ſhou'd 
fliſſuſe it ſelf through it. Ah! How can'ſt Thou, 
Frithout a Trembling Horrour, think on a Sin fo 


e Bap- 3 K © 
7 = 3 lbominable in its Nature, and as Fatal in its Conſequen- 
lain, es; ſo Diſhogourable to thy Saviour and his Religi- 
cep th on; fo DeſtruQive to Church and State, and the 
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als of Men? Good God! How can any, that 
ve a Spark of tal tor Thine fnoum, ſee chole Flatg 
nd Reproac hes, NMherewith their Menfoldi) Diviſeeria 
ave ſtain'ꝗ the Beauty and Luſtre of Sfriſtianity, 
without that tender Sympathy which becomes the 
Breaſt of every Liſciple of the Hleſſed leſus? How: | 
can the Diſſenters loqk on thoſe Ghaſtiy NMeunde, which: 
their Separation has given the Church of Chtaſt, and 
their dear Native Country, withoot a Relenting 
Heart? Ho can they ſee the Beſt Conſtitution in the 
World (which ſecures every thing that's dear to em) 
thus torn and ſhatter'd, without that Regret and Me- 
lancholy, which becomes every ſenſchie Member of the 
Community? Hoy can Proteſtants reflect an the many 
Advantages they've given the Papi/tx, to Re- eſtabliſn 
their Idolatrous Worſhip/in this Kingdom, withaut 
the ſmart and cutting Repartees of Conſcience? Wha 
ſtand ready to enter at thoſe Breaches, which they 
are making, and to ered their Church on the Ruins 
of this: Roping by theſe Drviſoons, to repair the Loſs. 
ſes they've ſuſtain'd by the Reformation. And indeed, 
the Diſſenters have as induſtriauſiy carried on the De- 
ſigns of the Church of Rome, as if they Were commiſſi- 
an d by the Triple Crown, and were inſpir d by the Con- 
clave. I ſhall conclude this Particular with a Suppo- 
ſition, That there might be a more Agregable Con- 
ſtitution than the preſent is, invented; which None 
can tell, till it comes to he try d; That there are 
ſome Things to be amended in our Liturgy, which 
Men of the greateſt Penetration cannot yet diſcover; 
Yet ſurely, To tear a Church in pieces, To contemn 
the Publick Worſhip of God, To violate the Bond of 
Peace, and Brotherly Communion, To crumble into 
Sefts and Parties, To live in perpetual Strife and Con- 
tention with One Another, To diſobey Lawful Go- 
vernours, diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, and ta 
8 expoſe 


L 23.4 
expoſe our ſelves; to a Common Enemꝑ, 35 a: far morg 
Intallerable Evil than any that can poſſibly he conceiyd 
in our Conſtitutian, or Form of Worſe: t.. 
IV. Coaſider the Obligations hon lieſt under, to 
yield ready Oballience to the Commands af Lamſul Gor 
vernours, that are nat Inconſiſtent with the Laws of 
GD: Fheſe being the Vicegerents of the Univer-. 
ſal Monarch of Heaven and Earth; who has been 
pleag'd to impart a Ray of his Authority to Manz 
and whoſe lmage conſiſts in Dorling, as well as Knows 
ledge and Righrronſreſi. There is no Duty of à Chria 
ſtian more expreſſy and frequently gommanded, or 
more forcibly inculcated, tlian This of Obedirnte to 


the: Higher Powers; wherein the Life of our Saviour, 


as well as of his Apoſtles, was ſo Eminent and Ex- 


emplary. And indeed, Nothing is more Repugnant 


to the Genius and Deſign of Chriſtianity, than the 
Spivit- of Content iam. Niſobedienoe as well as Schiſm, is 
as direct a Contradiction to the Peaceableneſi, as Lux- 
ury and Epicuriſm is to the Purity that Miſaom which 
i from Above: Nay, tis a Vice of a bigger Size, and 
deeper Tincture: For Senſuality conſtitutes us Beaſts, | 
but: Difobedience Deuils. He that does but read, 
without Paſſion and Prejudice, the Seven firſt Verſes of 
the 13th Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, 
cannot, without equal Violence to the Words and his 
own Conſcience, but meekly acquieſce in the Doctrine 
of NON- RESISTANCE and PASSIVE OBEDI- 
ENCE, as truly Apoſtolical and Divine. | 
V. Conſider laſtly, the Boxndleſs Charity of the 
Church of England; which by the Indulgence it has 
given to Scrupulous Conſciences, ſhews, That 'tis of a 
Temper as Remote from the Spirit of Perſecution, as 
of Diſloyalty ; whereot They themſelves that moſt ac- 


cuſe her are the moſt Pregnant Proof: The Number 


and Riches of the Diſſenters, to which I _ 
cave 
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Souls of Men? Good God! How can any, that 
have a Spark of tal for Thine fonour, lee thoſe. Hlarg 
and Reproaches, wherewith- their Aeniſold Diviſere 
have ſtain'd the Beauty and Luſtre of GhtiHtianity, 
without that 8 hecomes the 
Breaſt of every Diſciple of the Blefſed Jeſus ? ' How 
can the Yſſſent ers look on theſe Ghaſtly Moundi, which: 
their Separation has given the Church of Chtaſt, and 
their dear Native Country, withoot a Relenting 
Heart? How can they ſee the Beſt Conſtitution in the 
World (which ſecures every thing that's dear to em) 
thus torn and ſhatter'd, without that Regret and Me- 
lancholy, which becomes every ſenſchle Member of the 
Community? Hoy can Proteſtants reflect an the many 
Advantages they've given the Papi/tx,' to Re- eſtabliſn 
their Idolatrous Worſhip/in this Kingdom, withaut 
the ſmart and cutting Repartees of Conſcience? Wha 
ſtand ready to enter at thoſe Breaches, which they 
are making, and to erect their Church on the Ruins 
of this: Hoping by theſe Diviſiont, to repair the Loſs. 
ſes they've ſuſtain*d by the Refar mation. And indeed, 
the Diſſenters have as induſtriauſiy carried on the De- 
ſigns of the Church of Rome, as if they were commiſſi= | 
an d by the Triple Crown, and were inſpir'd by the Con- 
clave. I ſhall conclude this Particular with a Suppo- 
tion, That there might be a more Agreeable Con- 
titution than the preſent is, invented; which None 
can tell, till it comes to he try d; That there are 
ſome Things to be amended in our Liurgy, which 
Men of the greateſt Penetration cannot yet diſcover ; 
Yet ſurely, To tear a Church in pieces, Ta contemn | 
the Publick Worſhip of God, To violate the Bond of 
Peace, and Brotherly Communion, To crumble into 
Sects and Parties, To live in perpetual Strife and Con- 
tention with One Another, To diſobey Lawful Go- 
verpours, diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, and ta 
£0] expoſe 
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expoſe our ſelves to a Common Enemx, 35.8: far mr 
Intallerable Euii than, any that gan poſſibly he canceiyu 
in our Conſtitution, or Form of Wonſuip. enn 
IV. Caaſider the Obligations Tho lieſt under, to 
yield ready Ohadience to the Commands af Lawiul Gor 
uernours, that are nat Inconſiſtent with the Laws of 
GOD: Fyeſe being the Vicegerents of the Univer-. 
fl Monarch of Heaven and Earth; who has been 
pleasd to impart a Ray of his Authority to Manz 
and whoſe lmage conſiſts in Dominian, as well as Knows 
ledge and Rig eu] There is no Nuty of à Chris 
ſtian more expreſly and frequently gommanded, or 
more forcibly inculcated, than This of Obedieme to 
be Higher Powers; wherein the Life of our Saviour, 
as well as of his Apoſtles, was ſo Eminent and Ex- 
emplary. And indeed, Nothing is more Repugnant 
to the Genius. and Deſiꝑn of Chriſtianity, than the 
Spirit of Contention. Diſobedienbe as well as Schiſm, is 
as direct a Contradiction to the Peaceablereſs, as Lux- 
ury and Epicuriſm is to the Purity of that Wiſdom which 
is from Above: Nay, tis a Vice of a bigger Size, and 
deeper Tincture: For Senſuality conſtitutes us BA, 
but: Difobedience Deuils. He that does but read 
without Paſſion and Prejudice, the Seven firft Verſes of 
the 13th Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, 
cannot, without equal Violence to the Words and his 
own Conſcience, but meekly acquieſce in the Doctrine 
of NON- RESISTANCE and PASSIVE OBEDI- 
ENCE, as truly Apoſtolical and Divine. 

V. Conſider laſtly, the Boxndleſs Charity of the 
Church of England; which by the Indulgence it has 
given to Scrupulous Conſciences, ſhews, That *tis of a 
Temper as Remote from the Spirit of Perſecution, as 
of Diſloyalry ;, whereot They themſelves that molt ac- 


cuſe her are the moſt Pregnant Proof: The Number 


and Riches of the Diſſenters, to which J _— 
cave 
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able Argument of the UnparalelPd Indulgence of that 
CHURCH, under whoſe Government they have 
grown up to this Prodigious Heigth. Whereas the 
Diſſemters (who formerly declar'd a Toleration to be an 
ointing a City of Reſuge in Mens Conſciences for the 
evil to fly to, and a Toleration of Soul- Murther the great- 
eft of all others) are of a quite different Principle and 
Kidney ; whereof Scotland and New-England are a ſuf- 
ficient Evidence: And, Ah! I wiſh I cou'd not ſay, 
Old England too, to the Eternal Reproach of our Na- 
tion, and the Reform'd Religion in it. Now I can- 
not but perſwade my ſelf, That a ſerious and frequent 


Reflection on theſe Things, wou'd baaifh the very 


Names of Superſtit ion and Schiſm, Faction and Rebellion; 
and revive the Spirit, Unity and Obedience of the 
Primitive Church, and make us a happy and flour ĩſh- 
ing People. I ſhall Conclude with that Pathetick 
Exhortation of the Apoſtle, big with all the Engag- 


ing Charms, and Mutual Endearments, that the Re- 


ligion of the Bleſſed Jeſus can afford : 7/ there be there- 
fore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies; 
fulfill ye my Joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame 
Love, being of One Accord, of One Mind, Phil. 2. 1,2, 


leave to add their Confidence, being the moſt Undeni- 
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